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Swing Cell
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61-317-012
Pegs, Black

12
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Swing Cell
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APH Number items may be purchased separately

SUGGESTED USE
The Swing Cell is used to introduce the Braille cell and various Braille shapes within the cell. It is also used to show the relationship between reading Braille and writing Braille on a Braillewriter. 

The Swing Cell consists of a base with a rim along the top edge. Two rectangular blocks are attached near the center of the base. Each block contains three holes in a vertical row. When the two blocks are positioned side by side or in the closed position, the holes form a Braille cell.

Six pegs are used to represent the dots in a full Braille cell with dots 1, 2, and 3 down on the left and dots 4, 5, and 6 down on the right. One-cell Braille shapes can be illustrated by varying the number and position of the dots (pegs) in the cell. For example, dots (pegs) 1, 2, 4, and 5 can be used to show g or go; dots (pegs) 1 and 4 can be used to show c or can.

Relate Braille reading to Braille writing, by using the Swing Cell in the closed position to illustrate the desired Braille shape, as it would be read. Then swing the rectangular blocks up to the left and the right until they touch the rim on the top edge of the base. This is the horizontal or open position of the Swing Cell. The pegs now indicate which keys should be pushed on a Braillewriter to produce the desired letter in Braille. The pegs are in the same proportions as the keys on the Perkins Brailler and are numbered 3, 2, 1, 4, 5, and 6 from left to right, respectively.
Note:  The Swing Cell is recommended for ages 5 years and older.
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